
Towards a sustainable bio-based society: aligning
scientific, cultural and societal agendas for bio-
innovation

Organisation: Centre for Society and the Life Sciences (CSG, NL), ESRC Genomics
Network (EGN, UK) and GEN-AU (A), w ith the support of the European Science
Foundation (ESF) and the contribution of project VALGEN

Chaired by: Professor Hub Zwart, Radboud
University Nijmegen 
For information and registration visit our
website: www.esf.org 
This event w ill take place on 6-7 December
2012 at Pakhuis de Zwijger, Amsterdam,
Netherlands. 
Registration deadline 26 November 2012 
Early bird Registrations until 18 October 2012

Please circulate this announcement among your colleagues and contacts

 Scope
The transformation towards a sustainable bio-based society is one of the big
challenges of our era. It has been called a “second” industrial revolution and a
“greening” of industry, entailing a plethora of promises as well as concerns. Regions
and nations are facing important opportunities, but also potential items of conflict.
There is a general awareness that a solid societal embedding is of key importance, so
as to forego the biotech debacle of the 1990s. Both scientific and societal agendas are
redefined in the light of these challenges and prospects, closely related to emerging
bio-based economies and industries, aiming to develop more sustainable forms of
energy, food, and bio-based renewable materials. A successful transformation calls for
a close alignment of research, policy and industrial agendas. 
The conference series brings together key experts from academia, industry and policy,
from the life sciences, the social sciences and the humanities, to deliberate a common
agenda for research. this conference is an inaugural event, meant as a kick-off for the
ESF Conference Series devoted to this topic.

Invited speakers will include
David Castle, University of Edinburgh, UK ¦ Ruth Chadwick, Cardiff University, UK ¦
George Gaskell, London School of Economics, UK ¦ Christine Hauskeller, University of
Exeter, UK ¦ Patricia Osseweijer, Delft University of Technology , NL ¦ Jan van Hest,
Radboud University Nijmegen, NL ¦ Steve Yearley, University of Edinburgh, UK ¦ Hub
Zwart, Radboud University Nijmegen, NL

How to participate?
Full conference programme and registration form accessible from 
www.esf.org/activities/esf-conferences/details/2012/confdetail424.html

Closing date for registrations : 26 November 2012 
Early Bird Registrations until 18 October 2012

Applications for Posters & Talks
If you w ish to participate w ith a short talk or a poster, you should send us your on-line
application. Please click here: 
www2.esf.org/asp/esfrcaf.asp?confcode=424&meetno=1

The deadline for applications is the 30th September. You w ill be informed of the
outcome of the selection by email around the 8th October.

Only attendants who were selected for a poster or a short talk w ill have a chance to
get a grant.

 Sponsor a Conference
This conference w ill be providing the opportunity for leading scientists and young
researchers to meet for discussions on the most recent developments in their fields of
research. We enable collaboration between international scientists from EU, first world
and emerging countries which acts as a catalyst for creating new synergistic global
contacts across disciplines.
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We invite you to join us in harnessing this great potential, working towards an even
more cohesive scientific force in Europe and beyond by contributing to our intense,
dynamic and fun events.

If you are interested, please visit our Sponsor Resource Center page: 
www.esf.org/activities/esf-conferences/sponsor-resource-center.html

Why did I receive this mail?
This call for abstract was sent to you because the programme committee thought that
this event would be of interest to you.

If you would like to be kept informed about ESF conferences and calls for papers, 
please use the follow ing link to subscribe to the mailing list

If you do not want to receive any more updates about research conferences in your
scientific domain, please use the link below to unsubscribe.
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