








REMEDIC
8-10 October 2009, Bertinoro, Italy

The ‘Stem Cells for Bone Regeneration’ work-

shop, organised by Professor Baldini (University

of Bologna and Istituti Ortopedici Rizzoli, Italy)

was sponsored by the European Science

Foundation and co-sponsored by the European

Orthopaedic Research Society. This workshop
was strongly dedicated to young scientists, 40 of them be-
ing present out of 60 participants. Twenty PhD students and
post-docs benefitted from ESF travel grants. The workshop
was a nice combination between keynote speakers’ lectures
from senior researchers and clinicians and oral presentations
by young scientists.

Different aspects of bone biology were covered with spe-
cific topics like ‘Biomechanical aspects in the development
of bone tissue engineering’ or ‘Mesenchymal stem cells as
treatment of graft-versus-host disease’ to broader subjects
like ‘“Tooth repair and formation using stem cells: lesson from
embryogenesis’ and ‘Stem cells for bone regeneration: is
there hope or is it all hype?’.

More information: www.esf.org/remedic

FUMINOMICS
22-25 October 2009, Nouan-le-Fuzellier, France

FUMINOMICS’ aim is a multidisciplinary and integrated
functional genomics approach of host cell infection mecha-
nisms in Aspergillus fumigatus (Af). Understanding how the
fungal pathogen perceives and adapts to its host environ-
ment requires fundamental research into gene expression
and regulation.

The major achievement of this meeting was the manage-
ment of all data and protocols recently developed by the Af
transcriptomic and proteomic research community. Topics
discussed included the validation of the Af Biochip that will be
used on all FUMINOMICS partner’s samples by the Toulouse
genopole; proteomic methodologies developed and adapted
for Af ; transcriptomic and genomic Af data collection in a
common OmniFung data warehouse (our website now pro-
vides Af transcriptomic and proteomic data bioinformatics
tools with a quick and easy database access interface).

This second annual meeting offered the opportunity for
junior scientists to present their research data in transcrip-
tomic, proteomic and genomic analysis. A strategic workshop
sponsored by ESF will be organised in 2010 with the aim to
define the future in the construction of an Af comprehensive
mutant library. The next annual meeting will be held in summer
2010 and will focus on cell biology, biochemistry and the need
for development of biochemical and imaging technologies.

More information: www.esf.org/fuminomics

EUROCORES

EuroSTRESS
6-13 September, Rhodes, Greece

It has been known for some time that experience-related
factors and cognitive inputs have a lasting impact on brain
function and behaviour. In recent years, however, the under-
lying mechanisms have become much better understood.
Exciting new evidence demonstrates that genetic inputs can
be modified and that stress hormones powering the lasting
influence of the environment are extremely important for this
purpose. The PENS Summer School focused on the mecha-
nism underlying the programming effects of early experience
on brain circuitry, which underlies emotional and cognitive
processes in coping with stress during the lifespan.

This Summer School on ‘Neurodevelopment Programming
and Phenotypic Plasticity: Implications for Stress, Ageing and
Health’ was chaired by EuroSTRESS Project Leader Professor
de Kloet (Leiden University, The Netherlands). The School
was co-sponsored by ESF, the EU-Lifespan consortium, the
Programme of European Neuroscience Schools (PENS) and
the Royal Netherlands Academy of Arts and Sciences.

The objective was to train 40 PhD students and young
post-docs in concepts from gene and neural circuitry to neu-
roendocrine regulation and behaviour with a translational
perspective. The School was of great interest to EuroSTRESS
members who presented their work, as “mechanism” was
the original basis of the EuroSTRESS Programme.

More information: www.esf.org/eurostress

RNAQuality
Mid-Term Report

RNAQuality is the EUROCORES Programme that aims to
uncover processes that act as quality control checkpoints
in gene expression and understand how these function at a
molecular level. Sixteen research groups from nine European
countries participate in RNAQuality and have been very
active in organising and participating in the Programme
networking activities. RNAQuality has also been active be-
yond its boundaries, forging links with another EUROCORES
Programme, EuroDYNA.

RNAQuality has already produced a number of high-
level publications, including articles in Nature and Cell, and
the cross-CRP and cross-EUROCORES interactions have
successfully laid the foundation for joint publications and
possible grant submissions.

It therefore does not come as a surprise that the Evaluation
Panel rated the Programme as excellent in terms of scientific
achievements and networking, training and dissemination
activities.

More information: www.esf.org/rnaquality
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