












• Europe has strong national statistical 
authorities, producing the kind of data 

that research don’t produce themselves

• But, there are differences in amount and 
availability of data between countries. 

No research-focused coordination

• Differences in national data ”ideology”, not 
all data are intended for research

• Although there is a European ”umbrella” 
organization, Eurostat



Many barriers to data availability

• ”Ideology”

• Technical

• Economic

• Legal

• Languages

• Maybe not collected ?



OECD Guidelines

• In 2007 OECD published ”Principles and 
Guidelines for access to research data 
from public funding”

http://www.oecd.org/dataoecd/9/61/38500813.pdf


OECD observation:

There has been poured substantial resources 
into facilitating research, not allways with 
the expected and hoped for results. 

The main reason is a shortage of relevant 
data 

This may be remedied through the unused 
potential represented by publicly collected 
data



Multi-level problems:

Data of a great variety:
Global, typologies
distributions

What is the relevant
macro unit

The linking problem

Traditionally we have 
been focusing a lot more
on methodological 
problems (interpreting 
coefficients) than on the 
data problems.



In this respect data archives represent:
•Availability
•Support
•Archiving
•Technology







In this respect data archives represent:
•Availability
•Support
•Archiving
•Technology

Resources
Knowhow 
Continuity



If we count all, Europe is presently 52 states; 

• 40+ legal systems, data regimes

• Approx 30 languages



The HumVIB program would benefit from
cooperation and a two-way interaction with
the data infrastructures that is presently 
being developed across Europe.

•ESS as an infrastructure

•Macrodata-needs

•Be prepared to contribute

•Because it is a common undertaking !


