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“To support research, learning and teaching 
with high quality and dependable digital 
resources.”
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This means three things:
• Preservation
• Standards
• Online access & outreach



Funded by:

© AHDS

Six steps for digital preservation...Six steps for digital preservation...

• Planning (at the start of a project)
• Back-up (in the life time of the project)
• Security of data (continuous)
• Documentation of project (continuous)
• Refreshment (beyond the project)
• Migration (beyond the project)
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Digital Data Standards:  (1) Metadata
• Digital assets have to be catalogued at the time they are 
created; otherwise we don’t even know that they exist.

• The process of cataloguing digital cultural objects may well 
be the slowest part of the project.

• METS: “The METS schema is a standard for encoding 
descriptive, administrative, and structural metadata regarding 
objects within a digital library, expressed using the XML 
schema language”

• Descriptive metadata: e.g. Dublin Core
• Administrative metadata: e.g. file types; migration 
history
• Structural metadata: e.g. file relationships
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AHDS Guides to Good Practice

• What to preserve
• What metadata to record
• Project planning
• Rights management



Funded by:

© AHDS

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/project/goodguides/g2gp.html

• GIS

• CAD

• Geophysics

• Aerial Photography and Remote Sensing

• Excavation and Fieldwork

• Virtual Reality
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AHDS Preservation Manuals
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The importance of metadata for context and structure
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Digital Data Standards: (2) Processes 
- Open Archival Information System
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Picture from DLib

Mapping processes to people:



Funded by:

© AHDS

But so has 
technology …

Volume of data
Volume of expectation
New data capture tools

We’ve come a long way in ten years
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No preservation without re-use…
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Dissemination: Grey literature library
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Grey literature
XML tagging
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XML tagging of semantic content

CIDOC: 
CRM
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Dissemination: Project archives
http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/

http://ads.ahds.ac.uk/catalogue/resources.html?spitalfields_var_2001 
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LEAP: Linking Electronic archives and publications
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Interlinked photographic record and site 
plan from Excavations at Cricklade, Wiltshire, 
1975 by Jeremy Haslam (Issue 14)
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NSF Cyber-infrastructure projects
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ECAI: TimeMap
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ARENA: Archaeological Records 
of Europe: Networked Access.
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Z39.50 & OAI Search

Set When Query Set What Query Where Query
Optional Search Map



Funded by:

© AHDS

Conclusion

• The challenge – digital preservation

• The opportunity – digital access

• Changing models of publication and dissemination
• Quality control – peer review of archives

• Increased access – blurring the distinction between publication 
and archiving

• Distributed access – metadata harvesting, OAI, etc

• Deep access – data mining, semantic web etc

• Promotion of access – outreach: workshops, newsletters, CAL 
teaching packs, finding aids, portals


